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Aussies

In Africa -

An hour out of the city we were pulled up at a police
road block where a big policeman approached us to
say, “I am here to tell you that you have broken the
laws of the land.” I emphatically denied his claim that
we were speeding. We were the only ones on the road
that hadn’t been. When asked how he had reached
that conclusion, given he had no radar or other device,
he said that people further back down the road had
informed him. I couldn’t help laughing because it was
such a blatant act of corruption. If we hadn’t been in
such a hurry I would have dug my heels in but under
the circumstances I paid the fine and we were on our
way with much uttering and muttering from me. To
make matters worse, the road turned really bad, the
traffic was heavy and the dust made for some pretty
hair-raising experiences. We made it to our camp just
outside Eldoret not long before dark.

The next day we arrived at the Kenyan/Ugandan
border and completed all the usual paperwork which
took just over an hour (that’s quick). Uganda has a
population of around 33 million, the vast majority
living in rural areas. By African standards Uganda is
one of the smaller countries, being around the same
size as the UK, but is only one tenth the size of Africa’s
largest country, Sudan. We were heading for Jinja

and the source of the Nile. The road started out as
good tar but once again deteriorated and finished up
worse than the day before. The Speke Camp (Speke
is the man credited with discovering the source of
the Nile) is just outside the town of Jinja and is quite
run down but in a great location. We were the only
ones camped there, just 20m from the northern bank
overlooking the Bujagali Cataracts. The Nile at this
point is about 500m wide and very swift flowing.
There was a small restaurant just 100m away from us
and the two cooks came over to watch our premier
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chef, Viv, preparing a meal, and invited us to the
restaurant the following night.

The next day was full of activity with lots of kayaks
and white-water rafts coming past. About 600 school
kids, in very bright school uniforms, from three
different schools came to watch the action. They were
all around our camp and were very well behaved. It
was an exciting day which finished with a meal at the
restaurant. Just as we sat down the electricity went
off and plunged us into darkness. Neil to the rescue!

I went back to camp and returned with my trusty
Bushranger Power Pack. It lit up the whole restaurant.

After a visit to the ‘Source of the Nile Gardens’ and
the ‘Speke Memorial’, we headed for Kampala,
Uganda’s capital. It was only 90km away and we had
the usual ‘great’ and ‘diabolical’ road conditions to
negotiate. Kampala (pop. 2 million) was probably
the most chaotic city we drove through on the entire
trip and it was with a sigh of relief we arrived at the
Backpackers Club.

The Backpackers Club is a very popular camp and
was full of young Americans and Brits doing volunteer
work. Most of them were making mud bricks, and

you should have seen the state of them when they
returned from a day’s work — no wonder the hot water
was always running out! The camp was owned and run
by yet another Aussie — John has been in Uganda for
the past 15 years, an ex-SAS soldier originally from
Kingaroy in Queensland, and what a character he is!



> African cattle, Uganda

After nearly four days in Kampala we had our
Ethiopian visas in our hot little hands, our gas bottles
filled (what an adventure that was) and headed for
the town of Masindi. From there we had a lovely drive
of about 60km along a good dirt track that took us
through the Budonga Forest to the Red Chili Bush
Camp on the shores of the Nile.

We spent a busy couple of days at Red Chili which
included a river cruise to the Murchison Falls.

These falls and Albert Lake were discovered by the
husband and wife team, Sam and Flo Baker, later

to become Sir and Lady Baker. There was plenty of
wildlife along the river and when you see how many
crocodiles, hippos and buffalo there are on the banks
and in the water, we were happy to be in a big, sturdy
boat. While we were on the river, a heavy rainstorm
came through and Ron and Viv, Helen and myself
realised we had left the window flaps down on our
tent due to the heat. When we returned to camp we
found that our beds were indeed wet, but thanks to
the way our vehicles were pointing they weren'’t too
bad. Gillard, a young Israeli bloke camped next to

us fared a lot worse. Not only was his bed wet, but

his tent had been torn to pieces by wart hogs and
baboons. He had made the mistake of leaving food in
his tent.

We had been to the bottom of the Murchison Falls
and when we left Red Chili we drove in to see the top
of the falls — very spectacular. On the way in through
the Budonga forest we noticed some new buildings
being erected so decided to have a look on the way
out. It turned out to be a new research centre for
chimpanzees and the people building it... Aussies
of course! Kylie, a young lady from the Melbourne
suburb of Camberwell was the person in charge. We
did an incredible 8km walk with a guide through the
forest looking for chimps.

That night we camped in the grounds of the grand
old Masindi Hotel. Built in 1923 it has had many
celebrities as guests (besides us), not the least of
which was Ernest Hemingway, who spent some
time recuperating at the hotel after being seriously
injured in a plane crash in 1954. Humphrey Bogart

and Katherine Hepburn were also guests while
making ‘The African Queen’.

After leaving Masindi we made our way back into
Kenya and then headed across a number of mountain
ranges on our way to Lake Baringo. The scenery

was magnificent. At a village near the top of one of
those ranges we were hit by a massive thunderstorm.
There was no way we could keep driving and I
thought we were going to be washed off the side of
the mountain! When the rain eased we continued

on down the mountain where we had magic views

of Lake Baringo. Alas our adventures for the day
were not over. 10km from the lake the good bitumen
road we were driving on disappeared... and I mean
disappeared. A big flood had washed it away a

year before and the only way through was a 4WD
track where we had to negotiate many bog holes
and cross the river twice. The maps were wrong

and we finished up doing twice as many kilometres
as shown. What was meant to have been an easy

day turned into a bit of a marathon. As we have all
become fond of saying... well, that’s Africa.

Neil Cocks

Next time...

Stay tuned in the next newsletter as Ron and Viv
return to Nairobi to have a new fuel pump fitted
while Neil and Helen travel through the mountains
of northern Kenya, home of the colourful Samburu
people and Somali bandits.

> The beautiful grounds of the Masindi Hotel
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Rodlok Quick Release
Fishing Rod Holders

The quick release, state of the art Rodlok fishing rod
holder system is now available from ARB stores and
distributors around the country. This clever Australian
invention has a multitude of applications, able to be
used both with your vehicle and/or your boat.

The bull bar mount allows the rod holder component
to be secured to a bull bar or nudge bar, but has

been designed to mount to any tubular location from
37.5mm-77.8mm such as a boat rail or sports bar for
maximum practicality. This is done with a quick-action,
lever-secured, soft-jawed clamp, and twin fishing rods
are then secured within the rod holder by a spring
loaded lever clamp.

Alternatively, the bonnet mount will magnetically
attach to most vehicles, and despite its name, can be
positioned in many other suitable locations on the
vehicle. Utilising the same rod holder as above, it will
also accommodate two fishing rods. An optional tip
holder magnetically adheres to the roof of the vehicle
and secures the ends of the fishing rods, limiting excess
movement while travelling.

This well designed product is manufactured from

glass filled nylon (GFN) and stainless steel, while the
magnetic bases of these units utilise very powerful and
flexible magnetic rubber. Unlike alternative products
on the market, they are quick to install and release, and
can simply be removed when not required, making

the Rodlock fishing rod holder system a versatile and
handy accessory for your next fishing trip.

If you've enjoyed reading this edition of ARB 4x4 Action, and
you're itching to get your hands on more news from ARB,
simply fill in this coupon, and all the latest will be delivered
straight to your door.

Simply drop it into your local ARB store, or send or fax it to:
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Kilsyth VIC 3137

Fax: (03) 9761 6807

Go to www.arb.com.au to subscribe or change your details
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and special offers
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Bull bar mount set > Part no: 7073-002 > Price: $109
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Buddy King

ne such individual is long serving ARB
O employee, Buddy King, who joined the

company in 1984. A Canadian migrant
in his mid twenties, Buddy was a keen 4WDer
and figured he could make a living selling 4x4
accessories. He was hired on April 4, started
work the following day and made his first sale
within five minutes, suitably impressing his
bosses, Roger and Andy Brown, two of ARB’s
current directors. Thus started his very long and
illustrious career at ARB.

It quickly became apparent that Buddy had a real
gift for dealing with the public. Whilst he was
certainly a brilliant salesperson, he also had an
amazing ability to bond with people, and many

of his customers have become lifelong friends.

An example of such a person is 4x4 Action
contributor, Neil Cocks. A customer of ARB’s since
the late seventies, Neil and Buddy quickly became
mates, and Buddy actually ended up lodging with
Neil and his family for a couple of years.

But the characteristic Buddy is best known for is
his ability to get the job done irrespective of any
hurdles he encounters. He would go to any lengths
to keep his customers happy, including working
back and lending a hand in the factory to make
sure his customers’ orders were fulfilled on time.

It was this level of dedication that saw Buddy
appointed to the position of Branch Manager

in 1993. Buddy wasn’t just put in charge of any
branch though; he was given the responsibility of
opening up ARB’s first ever dedicated retail store,
ARB Richmond. All of ARB’s other branches at that
time had large territories servicing resellers, car
dealers, trade customers and the general public.
Buddy was charged with opening up a new store
in a new area, purely servicing retail customers.

ARB Richmond quickly developed a fantastic
reputation for its level of service and quality
of workmanship, with customers driving from
all over Melbourne and even further afield.

Whenever there was a 4x4 show on, business

at Richmond would become frenzied, as it was
well known that Buddy had a pretty sharp pencil.
People from all over the place would visit Buddy
to get a great deal on their accessories and it was
not unusual for him to sell more at a show than the
rest of the sales team put together.

ARB Richmond became the main training centre
for ARB’s Victorian sales team, with the company
keen to get new staff working under Buddy’s close
supervision. A number of these staff have gone

on to fulfil key roles at ARB including Marketing
Manager (Matt Frost), Export Sales Manager (Sam
Eu) and Victorian State Manager (Paul Anderson).

In 1995 personal circumstances saw Buddy
decide to move back closer to Canada, so he
took up a position with ARB USA in Seattle.

Our US business was still in its infancy back
then, and Buddy was charged with assisting

the development of our operations over there.
Buddy’s knowledge and enthusiasm for ARB
products has seen him become extremely
popular with staff and customers alike in the US,
and he has been instrumental in making the USA
ARB’s biggest market outside of Australia.

When asked to summarise his 25 years at ARB,
Buddy states...

“The journey so far has been a fantastic ride. All
ARB staff have always treated me as a friend and I
am so very proud of the products I represent. I get
so much joy seeing an ARB product on every road
in America knowing that a team of great people
have done their job well and that our accessories
have made it to the other side of the world.”

Today, Buddy is responsible for ARB’s sales
operations in Canada, Alaska and the entire
east coast of the United States. He continues to
motivate, educate and entertain many of us at
ARB on a daily basis.

Photography by Steve Bisig
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Part no: 217034. Prices shown in this newsletter are ARB's Australian domestic recommended retail prices inclusive of GST, and do not apply to international markets. ARB reserves the right to amend these prices
without notification. In some regions of Australia, additional freight costs can be expected. Prices shown do not include supplementary charges such as fitting or colour coding.





